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252 Notice on the Northern Frontier of Nepaul. 

By accounts just received from Mr. Livingston, Lake Ngami is the re- 
ceptacle of the waters from a larger lake, about 150 geographical miles to the 
northward, which contains several islands, on one of which Sebatoane resides. 
A rapid river, called the Teoge, connects the two, and during the rains this 
river rolls down large trees and the carcases of animals. The shores of Lake 
Ngami are dreadfully unhealthy ; the prevailing fever resembling the yellow 
fever of the West Indies. The inhabitants on the shores of the lake have 
some knowledge of the Portuguese on the W. coast. 



XVII. — On the Northern Frontier of Nepaul. From a Member 

of the Nepaulese Embassy in London. Communicated through 

the President. 

(Read June 10, 1850.) 
The latest editions of maps of India, including those of Keith 
Johnston, Arrowsmith, and Ritter, agree in their delineation of the 
northern frontier of Nepaul. This boundary is incorrectly laid 
down, and should be moved further N., so that the line should 
leave the boundary (at present laid down) at Gosaenthan ; from 
which place, westwards, both slopes of the main line of snowy 
peaks of the Himalaya belong to the Nepaulese. The boundary 
then runs along a ridge to the N. of the Himalaya, including 
Mustang. This place is about 30 miles from the foot of Dhawala- 
giri, and is much resorted to by pilgrims. From Mustang the 
line should be continued westwards so as to include the valley of 
Humla, containing the head waters of the Ghagra which traverses 
the western portion of Nepaul. 

F. Hamilton Buchanan, who was in Nepaul in 1802, says, 
(p. 272) that "the river Gandaki, rising near a place called Da- 
modur Kund, runs through the territories of a Bhotan chief, 
called the Mustang Raja, who is, or at least when I saw him in 
1802 was tributary to Gurkha ; but there is reason to think that 
since that time the Chinese have compelled the Raja of Gurka to 
cede both Mustang and Kurung." 

The district Humla is laid down in Ritter's map as Yumila ; 
besides there is Jumla, in which is the town Dipal (Yumila 
and Jumla are the same name, as are Yamuna and Jumna). 
But are Humla and Jumla distinct, or are they names of the same 
river-course, pronounced differently in different districts of the 
Himalaya ? 

The distance from the Nepaulese and the Tibetan frontier to 
the Brahmapootra is about 7 kos, or 14 miles. At the place 
designated, the river is about as wide as the Thames at London, 
and fordable in some places.* 

* For Dr. Gutzlaffs account of the Nepaulese frontier, see pp. 194-199 and 
211.— Ed. 



Notice on the Northern Frontier of Nepaul. 
Route from Katmandu to Mustang. 
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Day's 
March. 


To 


Miles. 


Remarks. 


1st 


Dhurrumtully . 


8 




2nd 


Nuakit .... 


10 




3rd 


Samuri .... 


10 


Ascent. 


4th 


Churmgay . 


10 


Ditto. 


5th 


Sullen .... 


12 




6th 


Gurkha 


12 




7th 


. 


12 




8th 


Tunhong . 


12 




9th 


Simbulchur 


20 


On a river. 


10th 


Syaldara 


14 


Slight ascent. 


11th 


Deoralle 


18 




12th 


Pohkura 


18 


j In the valley are three lakes, 
( 7, 9, and 5 miles round. 


13th 


Kaski .... 


14 


In the mountains. 


14th 


Madi .... 


10 


On river so called. 


15th 


Gurungia-Kolah . 


14 




16th 


Ullehri. . . . 


16 


In the mountains. 


17th 


Chittria-Attaro 


8 


Ditto. 


18th 


Siklis .... 


12 


Half way to the bottom. 


19th 


Ghans .... 


20 


On the river Kali. 
f At the fot>t of Dhawala-giri. 


20th 


Th5k .... 


8 


< Snow on both sides to Mus- 
1 tang. 


21»t 


Panch-gong 


10 


[Halfway up the mountain. — 


22nd 


Muktinath . 


12 


<^ Hot springs and bituminous 
( fires. 


23rd 


. , 


18 




24th 


, . 


12 




25th 


. . 


12 




26th 


, , 


10 




27th 


Mustang 


14 


JA horseman can travel from 
[ Mustang to the Dsangbo river. 


28th 


Giimha 


14 


j TheTibetan boundary is close 
[ to Gumha, which is in Tibet. 
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The Brahmapootra 


4 





Note — Mr. R. Strachey thinks Mustang to be similarly situated to Milam, or Niti ; 
both of which are considerably to the N. of the great snowy peaks in their 
vicinity. The watershed of the chain, which forms the actual boundary between 
Tibet and the British Himalayan provinces, is a truly natural frontier, following 
a Hue of twenty or thirty miles more to the N. than the line of the great snowy 
peaks, and the same will probably hold good in Nepaul. — Ed, 



